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IRD celebrates its 75th anniversary 

In 2019, the French National Research Institute for Sustainable Development (IRD-France) 
is celebrating its 75th anniversary. Unique both in terms of its missions and its response 
model, the Institute will highlight its rich variety of scientific partnerships with countries 
of the Global South and its latest work to support development through a range of events 
organised in mainland and overseas France and internationally. The “Research, development 
and common good: science to support a sustainable world” symposium, organised in 
Paris on 22 February 2019 under the high patronage of the President of France, marks the 
beginning of the celebrations.

IRD-France – the only multidisciplinary public research body dedicated exclusively to scientific 
cooperation with developing countries in the tropics and the Mediterranean – is celebrating 
its 75th anniversary. The Institute traces its roots back to 1944, when the O�ce for Colonial 
Scientific Research (ORSC) was founded, which became the O�ce for Overseas Scientific 
and Technical Research (ORSTOM) in 1953 before finally becoming the Research Institute for 
Sustainable Development (IRD) in 1998. As such, 2019 also marks IRD’s 20th anniversary in its 
current form. 

Scientific excellence in partnership with others  

In around fifty countries in the tropics – in Africa, Latin America, Asia, and Oceania – and in the 
Mediterranean, IRD carries out long-term research as part of an equal scientific partnership 
with these countries’ own research bodies – the exact opposite of the ‘colonial science’ of the 
1940s.

IRD’s very existence is “entirely dedicated to building partner countries’ own higher education 
and research (HER) capacities. It aims both to contribute to advances in universal science and 
to meet the needs of these countries’ populations, particularly the most vulnerable,” says Jean-
Paul Moatti, CEO of IRD. 

IRD co-produces high-quality scientific work to an international standard, which then informs 
decision-making and public policies. Global health, governance, inequality and poverty, mobility 
and migration, the climate and global changes, the oceans, natural risks, sustainable agriculture, 
biodiversity, ecosystems and resources are all themes to which IRD takes a multidisciplinary 
approach.

Contributing to the international development agenda 

IRD’s priorities include the implementation – coupled with a critical analysis – of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) adopted by the United Nations in September 2015, with the aim 
of guiding development policies and addressing the major challenges linked to the global, 
environmental, economic, social and cultural changes that are a�ecting the entire planet.
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“The adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals has significantly boosted 
interest in ‘sustainability science’, both in the scientific community and beyond,” 
says Prof. Jean-Paul Moatti, Chief Executive O�cer of IRD. “Sustainability 
science is notable in particular for the fact that its goals and research topics are 
primarily derived from the need to tackle the problems that the world, ecosys-
tems and communities face rather than from the specific dynamics of the 
scientific disciplines whose work it involves. It therefore aims to be intrinsically 
interdisciplinary and inter-sectoral in its approach, as it focuses on achieving a 
better understanding of the complex chains of causation that explain the 
changes and imbalances that eco-socio-systems are currently experiencing, 
and on producing solutions and innovations that create a pathway towards 
sustainable development.” 

“IRD’s 75th anniversary is therefore an opportunity for our Institute to put itself 
at the forefront of this science as a driving force and source of momentum for 
French and French-language research as a whole, particularly among scientists 
from the South.” 

Pr. Jean-Paul Moatti, Chief Executive O cer of IRD 
member of the panel of international experts responsible  

for the SDG assessment report (September 2019) 
Extract from the preface to IRD’s anniversary document.
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Invention of impregnated mosquito nets, which revolutionised the 
fight against carriers of malaria

A network of scientific buoys in the Atlantic to monitor tropical oceans

Collections of seeds to act as a solution to the erosion of genetic 
diversity among cultivated plants

A new improved approach to locating underground drinking water 
in Africa

A seasonal treatment to protect children from malaria in the Sahel

Niakhar: one of the first African population observatories, which has 
acted as a ‘sentinel’ area for 56 years  

Improving farming techniques to make arable land out of areas 
unsuited to agriculture

Project to limit onchocerciasis in West Africa

Studying small dams to improve water management in low-lying areas  

Traps to capture or kill tsetse flies

Identifying the paradox of the water cycle in the Sahel

Plumpy’nut: a ready-to-eat peanut-based paste that has revolutionised 
the fight against malnutrition

Scientific innovations for development
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A cutting-edge technique to determine river water level from satellite data

Models simulating upwelling dynamics made available in countries of the 
Global South

Instruments to record seismic activity on the ocean floor

Collecting data to monitor changes in the tuna population 

Ebola: the virus transmitted to humans by great apes and bats

Studying plant/bacteria symbioses to decontaminate or fertilise soil

Core samples taken from Bolivian and Brazilian lakes to determine past 
climates in South America

Quantifying the informal economy through mixed surveys

Reducing women’s mortality rate by 15% in hospitals in Mali and Senegal by 
implementing death reviews

Methods to measure and follow up on governance issues as perceived or 
experienced by the population

Aids: adjusting triple therapy so it can be applied in Africa
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Highlights of the year

A range of events will be organised throughout 2019 in mainland and overseas France and 
internationally, aimed at IRD sta�, the Institute’s partners and the general public. The common 
theme of the programme is a principle on which the IRD’s missions are founded: scientific 
knowledge comes from inclusive construction and, in order to contribute e�ectively to 
development, it must be designed for the common good. This principle is just as evident in the 
IRD’s methods of scientific output (partnership research, capacity building, citizen science) as it 
is in the circulation of scientific information and the social ownership of its advances.

International symposium on “Research, development and common good
science to support a sustainable world”
22 February  2019 - Paris (Musée du Quai Branly)

Under the high patronage of the President of the French Republic and under the patronage of the 
Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF) and Unesco, this high-level scientific event aims 
to demonstrate how research for development has contributed, is contributing and could contribute 
in the future to the common good, with the guiding theme being discussions on the SDGs between 
major stakeholders and speakers from the North and the South. A total of 400 participants are 
expected to attend the symposium, which will take place in the presence of Frédérique Vidal, the 
French Minister for Higher Education, Research and Innovation, Jean-Yves Le Drian, the Minister for 
Europe and Foreign A�airs and Annick Girardin, the French Minister of the overseas. 
It will bring together academic partners (large research organisations and universities from the Global 
South and European players in research for development), regional and international institutions, 
representatives from the business world and NGOs. The debates will feature testimonies from major 
players in development (in scientific, economic, political and cultural domains), which will highlight 
some of IRD’s major advances and their impact. 
The event will focus on three key themes: global health, with the example of the fight against malaria; 
climate change and global changes, with a focus on the water cycle in tropical and Mediterranean 
regions; and mobility and globalisation, with migratory phenomena.

Under the High Patronage of
Monsieur Emmanuel MACRON
Président of the French Republic

RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND THE COMMON GOOD
SCIENCES TO SUPPORT A SUSTAINABLE WORLD
MUSÉE DU QUAI BRANLY - JACQUES CHIRAC, PARIS - 22 FEBRUARY 2019

PARIS  

PARIS  22
02
19
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“SAHARA connected worlds” exhibition  
10 may / 1 september 2019
Marseille (Museum of African, Oceanian and Native American Art. Centre de la Vieille Charité) 

This exhibition is the result of a partnership between travelling artist Titouan Lamazou and IRD 
historian Charles Grémont. The exhibition will be held in the Marseille Museum of African, Oceanian 
and Native American Art, with his director, Marianne Sourrieu. Raising the question of connectedness 
in the Sahara allows the viewer to understand the area from an atypical viewpoint, one that is at 
odds with the idea of endless expanses of desert. This exhibition o�ers an opportunity to question 
and update representations of the Sahara. This relationship between connectedness and desert 
expanses conditions the survival of the communities of the Sahara and the people who cross it. 
Mobility – simultaneously a limitation and a resource, a way of life and a political strategy – is the 
foundation of these unique cultures.

Combining magnificent ethnographic objects from prestigious collections with everyday objects 
and presenting audiovisual creations and other works from contemporary artists, this exhibition aims 
to express these realities by following the region’s constant – and constantly reinvented – mobility. 
Titouan Lamazou’s work, presented throughout the exhibition, o�ers a personal experience of this 
mobility seen through the eyes of a traveller, artist and explorer.

A Musées de Marseille/IRD coproduction. With Titouan Lamazou, travelling artist.

“Open science in the South:
challenges and perspectives for a new dynamic” symposium
October 2019, Dakar

Over the last 15 years, with the Berlin Declaration on open access to knowledge from academic 
research, open access to scientific publications has taken two forms: submitting articles to an open 
archive and publishing them in open access journals financed by the ‘author pays’ model or by 
organisations. Since then, new ways of distributing knowledge and co-constructing research have 
arisen, o�ering new means of sharing knowledge through the open science movement (open 
access and open data). 

These new forms of sharing are central to IRD’s activities: working with Southern countries, 
the Institute was an early adopter of open access to scientific publications, and it is currently 
implementing a policy of open research data. The context in Global South countries varies greatly, 
but open science can be a powerful driver of excellence in research, as well as showcasing scientific 
results and improving their visibility. 

Aimed at science information professionals, representatives of institutions responsible for encouraging 
the dissemination of scientific information or for research policies, and researchers themselves, this 
international symposium is organized by Cheikh Anta Diop University, Cirad ans IRD. It will o�er 
an opportunity to discuss the challenges of open science in developing countries and to present 
national, international and local incentive policies as well as practical case studies to initiate trends 
towards open science. It will focus in particular on research in French-speaking countries in the 
Global South.
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Innovating for sustainable development. 75 years of research in the Global 
South: an IRD publication (provisional title)

How has scientific research contributed to Southern countries’ development over the last few 
decades? Designed with support from a scientific committee that has worked with more than 
thirty researchers and the former IRD employees’ association (AIDA), this publication gives a 
lively, illustrated overview of one hundred major scientific advances made by the Institute and 
its partners over the course of its history. All of these innovations have had significant positive 
impacts on Southern countries in a wide range of areas, including social, economic, health, 
environmental, cultural and scientific fields. Publication date: late April 2019. 

IRD events in mainland and overseas France and around the world 

Other events on the theme of “75 years of IRD” will be organised throughout 2019 in IRD’s 
delegations and representations in France and internationally, including: 

•  Two days of science on the topic of A world in transition, organised in Rabat (Morocco) in 
February, at the plenary session of the IRD’s decentralised scientific council. 

•  Events alongside the symposium on 22 February, taking place in regional IRD delegations 
as well as the Institut français in Benin and Tunisia, where symposium discussions will be 
broadcast, and will also feature round tables, fun science events and an atmosphere of 
celebration.

•  Conferences for the general public on the plant world and human health, scheduled at the 
Institut français in Abidjan (Côte d’Ivoire) on 1 March. 

•  The IRD’s involvement in the 11th global conference of scientific journalists in Lausanne 
(Switzerland) in July. 

•  The international forum on citizen science in Montpellier in November. 

•  The symposium on science and entrepreneurship in the South, in Bondy (end of 2019). 
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Additional information and contact

Both in France and in its partner countries, IRD operates a policy of sharing its knowledge 
with society through a diverse programme to disseminate scientific knowledge, including 
educational programmes for young people, exhibitions, conferences and debates, 
producing and distributing audiovisual documentaries, and more.

A range of resources are also available online:

•  IRD Images: over 64,000 photographs with captions by researchers on Indigo and 
over 600 films totalling one thousand hours of video and audio, available from IRD’s 
audiovisual database.

• IRD Editions: discover the more than 1500 items available on the online bookshop.

•  Horizon plein texte: in 2017, the IRD library database was awarded “Collection 
d’excellence pour la recherche (Collection for excellence in research)” status. It offers 
more than 65,000 open-access documents.

To mark its 75th anniversary, in 2019, IRD will unveil a brand new website, www.ird.fr: with a 
new and more user-friendly design with content optimised for smartphone and tablet users! 

And also take a look at “IRD le Mag’”: it features the latest news, analyses, newsflashes, 
debates, explanations and more on publications by IRD researchers and their partners, as 
well as on ‘science in the making’ straight from the lab and the field!

IRD le Mag’ offers:

•  A multimedia-focused approach: videos, podcasts and data visualisation, with strong 
links to social media.

•  A simple and innovative structure: navigate first by scientific or geographic area, access 
content by section, and perform advanced searches using the many filters available. 
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With the support of

In partnership with

Patronage, support and media partnerships

IRD’s 75th anniversary celebrations are taking place under the high patronage of the 
President of France and under the patronage of the Organisation Internationale de la 
Francophonie and Unesco. 

Under the High Patronage of

Under the High Patronage of

Monsieur Emmanuel MACRON 
Président of the French Republic
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Cristelle Duos | presse@ird.fr | +33 (0)4 91 99 94 87

44 boulevard de Dunkerque
CS 90009
13572 Marseille Cedex 02
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