
   

 

 

 
 
Press release – Wednesday 29 July 

 
 

South African-French agricultural research cooperation gets a boost with 
tripartite agreement between ARC, CIRAD and INRAE 

 
 

South African-French agricultural research cooperation has received a major boost with the 

signing of a ground-breaking new tripartite agreement.  

 

The agreement was signed by Dr Shadrack Ralekeno Moephuli, CEO of ARC (Agricultural 

Research Council), Michel Eddi, CEO of Cirad (French Agricultural Research Centre for 

International Development) and Philippe Mauguin, CEO of INRAE (French Research Institute 

for Agriculture, Food and Environment), on Friday 24 July. 

 

It will aim to support and strengthen the existing collaborations between the main South African 

research and development organisations in agriculture and its related fields, and the two 

French counterparts.  

 

The signatures highlight the ambition of these organisations to join forces to address the 

regional challenges faced by Southern Africa and to analyse the global initiatives that are 

developing in the area. The agreement was signed in both Paris and Pretoria by 

videoconference, and witnessed by H.E. Aurélien Lechevallier, Ambassador of France to 

South Africa 

 

The collaborations will see staff exchanges, as well as the joint organisation of scientific events 

and projects on a range of scientific themes including family farming, adaptation to climate 

change or the impact of science.  

 

This is the first cooperation agreement signed jointly by CIRAD and INRAE with an African 

research organisation. It follows previous agreements from as far back as 1999 between ARC 

and CIRAD and since 2014 between ARC and INRA, which has since become INRAE. 

Collaborations already exist in the fields of animal health (in particular African swine fever), 

bovine genomic selection, plant protection, climate change as well as the promotion of 

dialogue and knowledge dissemination across Africa. 

 
 
 
 



   

 

 
About ARC 
The ARC was established in 1990 with a mandate to conduct research, technology development and 
the dissemination of scientific solutions and information. The ARC aims to impact significantly in 
agriculture and related sectors, particularly through scientific knowledge generation that influences 
economic performance and sustainable development for a transformed society. Through its research 
and development, technology transfer and dissemination initiatives the ARC provides scientific 
leadership for all stakeholders, particularly small enterprises and the resource poor producers, 
throughout the Agricultural value chain. The ARC conducts its business at various campuses within 
South Africa and at a number of laboratories, office buildings and research farms throughout the country. 
Most of the research facilities of the ARC are distributed in accordance with agro-ecological zones, 
which enables specific focus on particular commodities. 
https://www.arc.agric.za/Pages/Home.aspx 
 
About CIRAD 
CIRAD, the French Agricultural Research Centre for International Development, is an organization 
working for the sustainable development of tropical and Mediterranean regions. Along with its partners, 
it co-constructs knowledge and solutions to invent a resilient agriculture in a more sustainable and united 
world. It mobilizes science, innovation and training in order to achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals. Its expertise serves public policies to promote the protection of biodiversity, agroecological 
transitions, sustainable food systems, health (of plants, animals and ecosystems), the sustainable 
development of rural territories and their resilience to climate change. Present on all continents in around 
fifty countries, CIRAD relies on the skills of its 1,650 employees, including 1,140 scientists, as well as 
on a global network of partners. It supports the scientific diplomacy of France. 
https://www.cirad.fr/en/home-page 
 
About INRAE 
INRAE is France's new National Research Institute for Agriculture, Food and Environment, created on 
January 1, 2020. It was formed by merging INRA and IRSTEA. INRAE's ambition is to be a key player 
in the transitions necessary to address major global challenges. Faced with the increasing population, 
climate change, resources scarcity and biodiversity decline, the institute builds solutions for multi-
performing agriculture, quality food and sustainable management of resources and ecosystems. 
https://www.inrae.fr/index.php/en 
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