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As part of the French Presidency of the Council of the European Union, the CNRS and the IRD are 

organising a day of conferences and exchanges on 29 June 2022 in Brussels to "Imagine a new 

scientific partnership between Europe and Africa". The event will be entirely broadcast online 

upon registration, with simultaneous translation available in English and French. 

 

This day is in keeping with the strategy set out in the CNRS's multi-year cooperation roadmap with Africa 

and the implementation of the IRD's Objectives and performance contract. It will bring together high-level 

representatives from African and European higher education and research ecosystems such as 

universities, research centres, research associations and public institutions. 

 

Its objective is to contribute to the emergence of good practice and new forms of cooperation, based on 

equitable and sustainable collaborations between the two continents. This event will attempt to provide 

new lines of thought, in an effort to meet the contemporary challenges and issues set out in the strategic 

objectives of the African Union and the European Union. 

 

The day will be centered on key issues such as: 

• The necessary tools for an equitable and sustainable cooperation 

• The mobility of researchers as a crucial issue for science 

• The implementation of an active policy for establishing sustainable partnership networks 

• The place of women in research in Africa and Europe 

• The challenges facing scientific research and innovation with regard to the global issues of the 

21st century 

 

High-level representatives of the African higher education and research ecosystem will take the floor, 

including:  

• Achille Mbembe, lecturer, historian and political scientist, University of the Witwatersrand (South 

Africa) 

• Francine Ntoumi, professor at the University of Tübingen (Germany) and president of the 

Congolese Foundation for Medical Research in the Republic of Congo 

• Mame Penda Ba, an academic at the Université Gaston Berger in Senegal and editor-in-chief of 

the new scientific journal Global Africa 

• Bakri Osman Saeed, President of the Association of African Universities (AAU) 

• Fulufhelo Nelwamondo, Chief Executive Officer of the National Research Foundation of South 

Africa 

See the full programme. 

By registration only (whether online or in person. Free of charge) 
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